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RAY Morcomb struggles to read a
newspaper, can’t drive and admits he
can barely see past the end of his nose.

Yet he is a double-black belt karate
champion who has pummeled op-
ponents into submission around the
world.

Sydney-based Morcomb, 29, is
legally blind but has practised karate
since he was eight.

He was told by an eye specialist
before he started kindergarten his
eyesight was ‘‘the best of a bad
bunch” — the best of three classes
of visual impairment.

And he admits his peripheral vision
““is just a blur’.

Morcomb has only fought in the
able-bodied class of karate because
the sport has, until now, had no

vision-impaired competition — and
he’s held his own against fighters
30kg heavier.

““I’m not embarrassed to tell people
about my sight but I don’t go around
telling opponents because I don’t want
them to have an advantage over me,”
Morcomb said. ‘It’s like an injury to
them, something they could exploit,
like a boxer with a broken rib.”’

And it’s worked so far.

““If you asked opponents Ray has
left in his wake, they’d swear there’s
no way a guy who fights so well could
be blind,”” said NSW karate coaching
director Neville Thorely.

‘“He’s a really hard fighter, he’s an
old-school fighter so when he hits,
you know about it.”’

The Pennant Hills resident took
out bronze medals at the Australian
karate championships in the open
hand-to-hand combat tournament in
2004 and 2005.

He was the individual kata Austra-
lian champion in 2004 and 2008 and
won a silver for the same event at the
2009 world championships.

But now the Paralympic governing
body IPC has hinted that wheelchair
and vision-impaired karate kata will
be included in the 2016 Games in
London. Kata is a performing form of
martial arts where athletes are graded

Fighter: Morcomb and an opponent

on technique, power and accuracy
during a fast-paced execution of kicks,
punches, blocks and leaps.

““That’s the goal — to compete at
the 2016 Games,”> Morcomb said.

“It’s my focus now, not the full
contact stuff, because I’ve been doing
that for 10 years and it’s taken its toll.

““I’ve broken my nose four times,
split my knee cap in half, busted
nearly every knuckle, dislocated my
jaw and had countless concussions.

““I’ve gotten to the stage where it’s
just too dangerous. If I miss a
roundhouse kick or something, I’'m
gone because I can’t see my op-
ponents that well. But I love the sport
and its ability to centre you and give
you focus in your life.””

While kata will be his immediate
focus, he plans to keep fighting in
hand-to-hand competition.

Morcomb teaches 100 students full-
time in Thornleigh in Sydney’s north
but is devoting all his spare time to
training for August’s Australian quali-
fiers for the world championships in
Dublin in November.

For the first time in his 2l-year
career, he will compete at the Irish
competition in a visually impaired
category.

Not that this powerhouse has ever
looked upon his vision impairment as
something that could prevent him
ever chasing his dreams.

Saints admit Lovett sighing was a big mistake

Mark Burler and wire services
Australian Football

ST Kilda have admitted to blundering
in recruiting high-risk midfielder An-
drew Lovett, having sacked the player
yesterday just 24 hours after he was
charged with rape.

Saints vice-president Ross Levine
said Lovett’s behaviour, which in-
cluded multiple breaches of his play-
ing contract, had damaged the club’s
reputation.

But St Kilda stressed the decision
to tear up Lovett’s three-year,

million-dollar deal was unrelated to
his guilt or innocence of the charge.

The former Essendon star will face
court on Friday, charged with raping
a woman in Port Melbourne on
Christmas Eve.

Coach Ross Lyon conceded the
club had been hurt, having traded
away a first-round draft pick in
October for the troubled ex-Bomber.

He claimed Lovett’s behaviour
could not have been predicted but
said the club as a whole took
responsibility for the ‘‘unanimous”
decision to recruit him.

““Like we do with all players we
went through what we believed to be
a due diligence, or research and
referencing, and at the end of that we
made a reasoned decision, a unani-
mous decision to trade for Andrew,”’
said Lyon.

“It’s easy to sit here now in
hindsight, but we’re certainly not
sitting here saying it’s been a positive
outcome.

““It’s been a negative outcome, not
one either party would have sought.”
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Trade hurt: Saints coach Ross Lyon

Arrest warrant
for US cyclist

AN international arrest warrant
has been issued for US cyclist
Floyd Landis, accused of hacking
into a drug-testing laboratory.
Pierre Bordry, head of France’s
anti-doping authority AFLD, clai-
med Landis used documents “‘il-
legally hacked from the authori-
ty’s computer system’’ in his
defence after he was stripped of
his 2006 Tour de France win
following a positive drugs test.
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